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(Underline is new language amended into existing Code,  
strikethrough is deletion from current Code.  New Subsection or 
strike and replace is final language in Code.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice public school board and governing body of nonpublic school 
define days/hours (state sets minimum for school calendar, but not 
necessarily for individual students.)  

   Does this existing Code section have any impact or grant some 
local control?  

 

1) Requires board policy on absenteeism and truancy (can be 
more stringent) 

2) Requires board policy or rules on chronic absenteeism. 
Specifies required policy or rules elements: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Items 1-3 are required elements of the policy or rules. 

 

Little “a” is chronic absenteeism policy 

 

Exceptions: chronic absenteeism local policy or rules must not 
apply to any child who has:  

1) Completed grad requirements 
2) Excused by a court/judge 
3) Attending religious services/instruction 
4) Legit medical reasons  
5) IEP or 504 plan that affects the child’s attendance 

(Consider equity issues and definitional implications of how these 
exceptions may impact students.) 

 

 

County Attorney: County of district admin location is responsible 
for enforcement.  

 

 

 

 

 

Any person who violates the prevention plan, or is referred for 
prosecution and convicted per 299.1 – 299.5 (this whole new law) 
OR who refuses to participate in the school engagement meeting 
commits a public offense. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Truant Defined: child of compulsory attendance age who 
is absent for at least 20% of hours of the grading period for 
any reason (except for the stated exceptions above) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chronically Absent Defined: missed 10% of the grading 
period (after exceptions) 

 

School official:  employee with job duties defined 

 

 

 



 

Chronic Absenteeism Process:  

Send notice by ordinary or email to county attorney.  
Send notice by certified mail to parent. . . 

Notice includes info about child’s absences and policies and 
disciplinary processes associated with additional absences.  (in some 
cases, presumable no disciplinary action, such as a student out for two 
months with surgery and recovery. . .) 

School may send THE NOTICE earlier if  

1) county attorney agrees and  
2) provisions of notice are in the student handbook  

(Doesn’t preclude earlier and or regular notice of attendance and 
encouragement to get to school, or other process to identify barriers, 
etc.)  

 

 

School Engagement Meeting (SEM):  

Triggered at 15% of days/hours in grading period: 

1) school official attempts to find causes 
2) initiates and participates in the SEM 
3) Purpose: to ID barriers to attendance and ID interventions 

 

School official may initiate the SEM earlier 

 

Requires specific attendees: 

Child, parent/guardian, school official 

  



 

During SEM,  

Create an absenteeism prevention plan. Everyone gets a copy. 
Includes causes of absences and assigns responsibilities.  

 

School official monitors compliance with the terms of the 
prevention plan.  

School official contacts participants weekly for the rest of the year 
to monitor.  

 

May initiate referrals to other services/counseling.  

 

If folks fail to enter into the prevention plan (does this include the 
school official?) or if the child or parents violate a term of the plan 
or fail to participate in the SEM, the county attorney may initiate 
proceedings.  

 

Doesn’t apply to home school  

 

 

 

Conforming code sections removing mediation references 
(299.5A) 



 

Our county attorney advised us that Iowa Code says hand delivery -- with signature acknowledging receipt - meets the requirement to send 
vis certified mail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repeals mediation code section (299.5A) 

 

The state aid that goes to schools is deemed 
sufficient to pay the costs of full implementation of 
this act. (Does this mean the county attorney can bill 
the school for court costs?) 

Thoughts:  There is local discretion in creating the policy or rules, defining the grading period, but what about other exceptions? Coding from 
DE will identify students participating in school activities as in attendance. What about student participating in important but non school 
activities?  What about high achieving students involved in national dance competitions, national spelling bee, or other non-school activities?   

ESSER state plan may also include suspensions in the number of absences (suspensions are not listed as an exception in the new law, so will 
count for determine 10% and 15% thresholds).  Does this include only out of school suspensions?  There is no open enrollment deadline for 
enrolling in an online school.   

 

 


