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UEN Legislative Issues Survey - 2026
Session
UEN would like to gather input from members into establishing our legislative priorities for the 
upcoming 2026 legislative session. Please complete this survey to inform the Legislative 
Workgroup and the Steering Committee about issues important to your district to help UEN 
emphasize priorities and details critical to the success of urban district and students. The 
priorities and platform developed will be presented to the membership at the UEN Annual Dinner 
on November 19, 2025 at the Des Moines Downtown Hilton. For more information, see the UEN 
website at: www.uen-ia.org or email Margaret Buckton at margaret@iowaschoolfinance.com or 
Jen Albers at jen@iowaschoolfinance.com. Responses requested by August 15, 2025.

* Indicates required question

School District Name *

Name of person completing this survey *

Email of person completing this survey *
Please include the email address of the individual completing this survey so if needed, we can
reach you for clarity or additional information.

Role of person completing this survey

http://www.uen-ia.org/
mailto:margaret@iowaschoolfinance.com
mailto:jen@iowaschoolfinance.com
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Individual Response

On behalf of the District

Legislative Issues

These legislative issues carryover from the 2025 session or have been raised by member districts. 
 Please let us know how important it is for UEN to advocate for these issues in the upcoming 
legislative session for your district. View the full 2025 Legislative Priorities at: https://www.uen-
ia.org/system/files/Public/UEN%202025%20Priorities%20-
%20As%20Approved%20by%20Steering%20Committee%2011.20.2024.pdf
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Are you responding to this survey as an individual or on behalf of your district? *

Adequate School Funding (Including Formula Per Pupil Funding, Teacher Salary
Supplement and other categoricals, Transportation Equity, and Supplementary weighting)
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for your
district?

Teacher, Administrator and Staff Shortage (Including loan forgiveness and grow your own
programs, emphasis on critical shortage positions, and licensure flexibility)
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for your
district?

https://www.uen-ia.org/system/files/Public/UEN%202024%20Legislative%20Priorities%20-%20Approved%20by%20Steering%20Committee%20-%202023.11.15.pdf
https://www.uen-ia.org/system/files/Public/UEN%202024%20Legislative%20Priorities%20-%20Approved%20by%20Steering%20Committee%20-%202023.11.15.pdf
https://www.uen-ia.org/system/files/Public/UEN%202024%20Legislative%20Priorities%20-%20Approved%20by%20Steering%20Committee%20-%202023.11.15.pdf
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Quality Preschool  (including 1.0 weighting for full day programming if districts choose to
offer it)
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for your
district?

Student Opportunity/Poverty (specific resources, programs and funding to meet the
extraordinary needs of at-risk or low-income students)
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for your
district?

English-Learner Programs and Services
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?
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Literacy and Mathematics financial support, resources and local flexibility to implement
state mandates
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?

High School Programming Including Flexibility for Students to access and districts to
offer relevant and engaging opportunities
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?

Special Education Identification, Instruction and Continuum of Services
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?
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Opposing Savings Accounts (ESAs) and School Choice Expansion
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?

Mental Health Services (structure for funding and eliminating the shortage of
professionals, etc.)
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?

District Authority (Home Rule in Iowa Code 274.3 requires liberally construing the statute
to effectuate the purposes of local control)
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?
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Advocacy Supports

Please let us know how we are doing with supporting your advocacy efforts and keeping you 
informed.

Safety & Cybersecurity Protection and Supports
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?

Property Tax Reform - preserving district local control and access to adequate local
funding
How important is it for UEN to advocate for this issue in the upcoming legislative session for
your district?

Other Priorities
Please use this space to let us know of any other issues you believe should be a focus for UEN
for the upcoming session.
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How well did UEN inform you about activities and issues during the 2025 Legislative
Session (legislative publications, videos, advocacy supports and lobbying activities)?

Do you have any feedback for our UEN staff regarding the last Session's information,
publications, and UEN's representation of our urban district and students?

What do you most appreciate about UEN's work?

Advocacy Supports
What could UEN do to better represent the needs of urban districts and students, or to elevate
your advocacy work?



Legislative Connections

Let us know if anyone connected with your district has a particularly good connection with a 
legislator.

24.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Individual(s) connected with the district that has the connection
Please include first name, last name, email address, and relationship with the district
(administrator, board member, former board member/administrator, parent leader, etc.) and the
legislator to whom they have a connection below.

 Forms

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms



